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HLS 12RS-196 ENGROSSED

Regular Session, 2012
HOUSE BILL NO. 852

BY REPRESENTATIVE TIM BURNS

ELECTION CODE: Makesrevisionsto the Election Code

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 18:25(B), 104(A)(3), 109, 152(C)(2)(a), 154(C), 177(A),
402(B)(2), (E)(1)(b) and (2)(b), (F)(2), and (G), 427(B), 431(A)(1)(a) and (3)(a) and
(B)(3), 435(A)(1), 465(E)(1)(a), 532.1(F), 562(A)(2), 591, 602(A), (B), (C), (D),
(B)(1)(a), (2)(a), and (4), and (F), 604(B)(1) and (2)(a), 1272(A), 1284(F), 1299.1,
1300.13, 1302(2), 1307(B)(1)(d) and (2) and (H), 1308(A)(1) and (2)(d), (e), (f), and
(g), 1308.1(A), 1309(D)(1) and (E)(4), 1309.1, 1313(F)(9) and (10) and (1)(2)(a),
1314(B)(1), (C)(1)(b) and (3), and (D)(2), 1352, 1402(C), 1405(B), 1406(B),
1415(B), (C), (D), (E), and (F), 1431, 1432(A), 1433(A) and (B), and 1941(A) and
(B), to enact R.S. 18:1307(1), 1308(A)(2)(h), (i), and (j), 1309(E)(5), 1313(F)(11),
1401(F), 1404(E), 1405(H), and 1415(G), and to repeal R.S. 18:1317, relativeto the
Louisiana Election Code; to revise the system of laws comprising the Louisiana
Election Code; to provide relative to the authority and duties of the State Board of
Election Supervisors and the secretary of state; to provide relative to voter
registration; to provide relative to application for voter registration; to provide
relative to notice of registration and change in registration; to provide relative to
precinct registers used by the registrar of voters; to provide relative to disclosure of
voter information; to provide relative to reinstatement of voter registration after
suspension; to provide for election dates; to provide relative to watchers; to provide
relativeto courses of instruction for commissioners; to providerelativeto qualifying

for an election; to provide relative to nominating petitions; to provide relative to
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changing of precinct boundaries by parish governing authorities; to providerelative
to procedures for voting during early voting and on election day; to providerelative
to identification of voters; to provide for the time limits for making appointmentsto
fill vacancies in certain offices; to provide for the time limits for issuing
proclamations for special elections to fill vacancies in certain offices; to provide
relative to the requirements for special elections for certain offices; to provide
relative to propositions submitted to voters at certain elections; to provide relative
to recall elections; to provide relative to applying to vote absentee by mail; to
provide relative to procedures and requirements for voting absentee by mail; to
providerelativeto the transmission of absentee by mail materias; to providerelative
to absentee by mail ballots; to provide relative to the counting and tabulation and
recounting of absentee by mail and early voting ballots; to provide relative to the
preparation of voting machines; to provide relative to absentee by mail and early
voting commissioners; to provide for the use of paper ballots; to providerelativeto
submission of certain changes in voting practice and procedure by political

subdivisions; to provide for effectiveness; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 18:25(B), 104(A)(3), 109, 152(C)(2)(a), 154(C), 177(A), 402(B)(2),

(B)(2)(b) and (2)(b), (F)(2), and (G), 427(B), 431(A)(1)(a) and (3)(a) and (B)(3), 435(A)(1),
465(E)(1)(a), 532.1(F), 562(A)(2), 591, 602(A), (B), (C), (D), (E)(1)(@), (2)(a), and (4), and
(F), 604(B)(1) and (2)(a), 1272(A), 1300.13, 1302(2), 1307(B)(1)(d) and (2) and (H),
1308(A)(1) and (2)(d), (&), (f), and (g), 1308.1(A), 1309(D)(1) and (E)(4), 1309.1,
1313(F)(9) and (10) and (1)(2)(a), 1314(B)(1), (C)(1)(b) and (3), and (D)(2), 1352, 1402(C),
1405(B), 1406(B), 1415(B), (C), (D), (E), and (F), 1431, 1432(A), 1433(A) and (B), and
1941(A) and (B) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 18:1307(1), 1308(A)(2)(h), (i),
and (j), 1309(E)(5), 1313(F)(11), 1401(F), 1404(E), 1405(H), and 1415(G) are hereby

enacted to read as follows:

§25. Annual reports
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B. The board shall annually report to the House and Governmental Affairs
Committee of the House of Representatives and the Senate and Governmental
Affairs Committee of the Senate its findings, observations, and recommendations
concerning all aspects of electionsin this state. The report shall be submitted prior

no later than January fifteenth

each year and shall include but shall not belimited to thefollowing subjects: election
laws in general, registration procedures, election procedures, election officials,
voting machines, tabul ation and transmission of election returns, procedures used for
casting and counting absentee by mail and early voting ballots, and any other aspect
of elections the board deems appropriate.
8104. Application for registration; form

A. The secretary of state, subject to approval by the attorney genera asto
content, shall prescribe theform that shall be used uniformly by each registrar in the
stateand any person authorized to accept voter registration applicationsinregistering
qualified citizens to vote. The form shall contain spaces for at least the following

information with respect to the applicant:

* * *

(3) Sex;presentage; and date of birth.

* * *

8109. Notice of registration and change in registration
After receiving fromtheregistrar theinformation concerning anew registrant

or thethfermatiorconeernthg achangein name, address, or polling place made with

respect to theregistration of any person, the Department of State promptly shall matt
adeliver anoticeto the appropriate registrar that the person isregistered or that his
registration has been changed. The registrar shall then mail a the notice, postage

prepaid, to each new registrant and to each person whose registration was changed

The notice shall show the parish, ward, precinct, registration address, and party
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affiliation of theregistrant. However, theregistrar shall not be required to send such
anotice to any voter who khasbeen is on the inactive list of voters foratteast-two
years unless the change in registration involves achange in the voter'saddress. The
secretary of state shall prescribe the form to be used on the notice; however, "Return

Service Reguested" shall be printed on the front of the noti ce shat-contain-directions

eorrecttonrequested™, and the return address shall be that of the registrar. When a

notice is returned by the postmaster, the registrar shall proceed in accordance with

the applicable provisions of Part V of this Chapter.

* * *
§152. Required records
* * *
C.
* * *

(2)(a) Prior to each election, the registrar shall regest-a obtain one current

precinct register and-elupheateprectnetregister for each precinct in the parish where

an election isto be held. The Department of State shall provide the registrar with

one duplicate precinct register in electronic form. Such registers shall contain both
the official list of voters and the inactive list of voters. Each precinct register shall
contain information for identification of the voter at the polls, a space which the
voter shall sign at the time he votes, a space for the initials of the commissioner at
the polls, a space for the date of the election, and space for such other information

asis deemed necessary.

8154. Records open to inspection; copying; exceptions

* * *

C.(1) Notwithstanding the-provistens any provision of this Section to the

contrary, neither the registrar nor the Department of State shall circulate on a

commercial list or otherwise disclose the following:

Page 4 of 44

CODING: Wordsinstruekthrotgh type are del etionsfrom existing law; words underscored
are additions.



oS o B~ W DN

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

HLS 12RS-196 ENGROSSED

HB NO. 852
(a) Thefact that aregistered voter is entitled to assistance in voting.

(b) erthe The social security number; of aregistered voter.

(c) Thedriver'slicense number; of aregistered voter.

(d) The day and month of the date of birth; of aregistered voter.

(e) The mother's maiden name,or of aregistered voter.

(f) Theelectronic mail address of aregistered voter.-ereiredtate thefact that

(2)(a) The provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall not apply to

voter registration data ts transmitted to the office of motor vehicles of the
Department of Public Safety and Corrections, for the purposes of verifying the
accuracy and authenticity of the social security number, driver's license number, or

full date of birth provided by the voter. The office of motor vehicles shall not

disclose information _concerning a registered voter transmitted pursuant to this

Subparagraph, except that it may transmit such information to the United States

Social Security Administration for the purposes of verifying the accuracy and

authenticity of the social security number provided by the voter.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, the

Department of State or registrar of voters may transmit the full date of birth of a

registered voter to the Supervisory Committee on Campaign Finance Disclosure to

verify the identity of a candidate for purposes of campaign finance reporting. The

supervisory committee shall not disclose the full date of birth of aregistered voter

transmitted pursuant to this Subparagraph.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, the

Department of State or reqgistrar of voters may provideto aclerk of court thefull date

of birth of a registered voter for the preparation of a general venire selection in
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accordance with R.S. 18:175. The clerk of court shall not disclose the full date of

birth of aregistered voter provided pursuant to this Subparagraph.

* * *

8177. Reinstatement of registration after suspension

A.(1) Theregistration of aperson whose registration has been suspended by
the registrar of voters pursuant to R.S. 18:176 for conviction of a felony shall be
reinstated when the person appears in the office of the registrar and provides

documentation from the appropriate correction official showing that such personis

no longer under an order of imprisonment. ;providedthat-any-persor-who-guatiftes

(2) Notwithstanding the provisionsof Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, such

documentation may be provided by mail, facsimile, commercia carrier, or_hand

ddlivery for the following:

(a) A person who has been approved by the parish board of election

supervisors as being eligible to participate in the Special Program for Handicapped

Voters as such program existed prior to January 1, 2010.

(b) A person who has submitted to the registrar current proof of disability

from a physician along with a certification from the physician indicating that by

reason of the person's disability the person is unable to appear in person to vote

either during early voting or at the polling place on election day.

* * *

8402. Dates of primary and general elections

* * *

B. Congressional elections. Electionsfor members of congressand officers
elected at the same time as members of congress shall be held every two years,

beginning in 1982.
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(2) General elections for members of congress and officers elected at the
same time as members of congress shall be held on the fitst second Saturday in
December of an election year.

E. Specia elections to fill newly created office or vacancy in office. An
election to fill a newly created office or vacancy in an existing office, except the
office of representative in congress, shall be held on the dates fixed by the
appropriate authority in the proclamation ordering a special election as follows:

(1) A special primary election shall be held on thefirst of thefollowing days
that isnot |essthan eleven weeks after the date on which the proclamation calling the
gpecial primary election was issued:

(b) Thefirst Tuesday after the first Monday in November, when the special
genera election is held on the first second Saturday in December.

* * *

(2) A special general election shall be held on one of the following days:

* * *

(b) The first second Saturday in December of even-numbered years.

* * *

F. Bond, tax, or other elections. Every bond, tax, or other election at which
aproposition or question is to be submitted to the voters shall be held only on one

of the following dates:

(2) FhetirstSatdrday--Octoberorthe The first Tuesday after the first

Monday in November or the second Saturday in December of even-numbered years.

* * *

G.(1) Prohibited days. No election of any kind shall be held in this state on
any of the days of Rosh Hashana, Y om Kippur, Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, Simchat

Torah, thefirst two days and thelast two days of Passover, Shavuot, Tish'aB'Av, the
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two days preceding Labor Day or the three days preceding Easter. If the date of any
election fallson any of the above-named days, the election shall be held on the same
weekday of the preceding week.

(2) If the date for the general eection is advanced in accordance with the

provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, the primary election shall be

advanced the same number of weeks as the general election.

* * *

8427. Watchers

B. Powersand duties. A watcher shall be admitted within all parts of the
polling place during the election day and the counting and tabulation of votes, and
shall call any infraction of thelaw to the attention of the commissioners. A watcher
may keep notes on the conduct of the election, but he shall not take part in the
counting and tabulation of votes. A watcher shall not el ectioneer, engagein political
discussions, or unnecessarily delay avoter at the polling place. A watcher shall be
subject to the authority of the commissioners and shall not interfere with the
commissioners in the performance of their duties.

8431. Commissioners; courses of instruction; certificates; reports; list of certified
persons furnished by parish board of election supervisors

A.(1)(a) At least semtanndatty annually the clerk of court shall conduct a

genera course of instruction for commissioners. Fhesetottrses Each such course of

instruction shall be open to the public, and the clerk shall publicize thetettses each
course in a manner reasonably calculated to encourage maximum attendance and
participation. For informational purposes, the registrar may assist the clerk of court

in conducting the course.

(3)(a) After each course of instruction for commissionersis completed, the

clerk of court shall promptly file a report with the parish board of election
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supervisors and-the—secretary—of—state stating the time and place the course of

instruction was held, the number of persons who attended the course, the manner in
which the course was publicized, and the name, social security number, party
affiliation, if any, and mailing address of each person who attended the course to

whom a certificate of instruction was issued. The clerk of court shall also provide

areport to the secretary of state in the manner required by the secretary of state.

* * *

(3) After the completion of a course of instruction required by this
Subsection, the clerk of court shall promptly file a report with the parish board of
election supervisors ane-the-seeretary-of-state stating the name of each person to
whom acertificate wasissued, the kind of certificate, the social security number, the

party affiliation, and the mailing address of each such person. The clerk of court

shall also provide areport to the secretary of state in the manner required by the

secretary of state.

8435. Watchers; appointment and commission
A. Right to havewatchers. (1) Each candidateisentitled to have onewatcher

at every precinct on election day where the office he seeksis voted on in aprimary

or general election. The candidate or his authorized representative shal file onelist
of watchers on aform provided by the secretary of state or on aform which contains
the same information as required by the form provided by the secretary of state.
When a candidate's list of watchers is filed by the candidate's authorized
representative, aletter of authorization from the candidate shall accompany the list
of watchers; however, in the case of apresidential election, each date of candidates
for presidential elector is entitled to have one watcher at every precinct. The state
central committee of each recognized political party shall be responsible for filing

the list of watchers for its slate of candidates for presidential elector. The list of
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watchersfor anindependent or other party slate of candidatesfor presidential elector
shall befiled by any person so authorized by the presidential candidate supported by
the date of electors. A letter of authorization from the presidential candidate, or an
authorized agent of his campaign, shall accompany the list of watchers.

* * *

8465. Nominating petitions

E. Certification. (1)(a) A nominating petition shall be submitted to the
registrars of votersin the parishes where the signersreside. A nominating petition
shall be submitted to the registrars in such parishes not less than thirty days before

the qualifying period ends for candidates in the primary election or special election

called pursuant to R.S. 18:402(E) or, in the case of presidential electors, in the

presidential election, except that in a specia election called pursuant to R.S.

18:601(A)(2) or 1279, anominating petition shall be submitted by the candidate to

theregistrars of votersin such parishes prior-to-the-openingof-the-guatifytngpertoe:

not |ess than fourteen days before the qualifying period ends for candidates in the

specia election.

§532.1. Changing boundaries
F. Withinfifteen days after the adoption of the ordinance as provided in this
Section, the parish governing authority shall send to the secretary of the Senate and

the clerk of the House of Representatives, aswet-as the secretary of state, the clerk

of court, and the registrar of voters a certified copy of the ordinance and a copy of

a map showing the new precinct boundaries together with a written description of

such boundaries.
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8562. Prerequisitesto voting

A. ldentification of voters.

(2) Each applicant shall identify himself, in the presence and view of the
bystanders, and present to the commissioners a Louisiana driver's license, a
Louisiana specia identification card issued pursuant to R.S. 40:1321, or other
generally recognized pictureidentification card that containsthe name and signature
of the applicant. If the applicant does not have a Louisiana driver's license, a
Louisiana special identification card, or other generally recognized picture
identification card that contains the name and signature of the applicant, the
applicant shall complete and sign an affidavit, which is supplied by the secretary of

state, to that effect before the commissioners, which affidavit shall include the

applicant's date of birth and mother's maiden name. If the applicant isunableto read

or_write or_is otherwise unable to complete the affidavit due to disability, the

applicant may receive assistance in completing the affidavit and the commissioner

shall make a notation on the affidavit. The applicant may receive the assistance of

any person _of his choice, including a commissioner, except a candidate,

commissioner-in-charge, the applicant's employer or_employer's agent, or the

applicant's union agent. The commissioners who shall place the affidavit in the

envelope marked "Registrar of Voters' and attach the envelope to the precinct

However, an applicant who is allowed to vote without the picture identification

required by this Paragraph is subject to challenge as provided in R.S. 18:565.

* * *

8591. Vacancy in office of eective members of state boards and commissions
Within twenty-four hours after any member of a state board or commission

has knowledge of avacancy in an elective office on that state board or commission,
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he shall notify the governor by certified mail of the vacancy, the date on which it
occurred, and the cause thereof. Within ten twenty days after he is notified of the
vacancy, the governor shall appoint a person to fill the vacancy who has the
qualifications for the office. However, if the deadline for making the appointment
fallson a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, then the next day which isnot a
Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be deemed to be the final day for making
such appointment. If the unexpired term is one year or less, the member so
appointed shall serve for the remainder thereof. If the unexpired term exceeds one
year, the governor, within ten twenty days after he is notified of the vacancy, shall
issue his proclamation ordering a specia election to fill the vacancy, which shall
specify, in accordancewith R.S. 18:402, the dates on which the primary and generd
electionsshall beheld, and in accordancewith R.S. 18:467, 467.1, and 468, the dates
of the qualifying period for the candidates in the special election. However, if the
deadline for issuing the proclamation falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal
holiday, then the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be
deemed to bethefinal day for issuing such proclamation. Immediately thereafter the
governor shall publish the proclamation in the official journa of each parish in
which the election is to be held. Within twenty-four hours after issuing the
proclamation, the governor shall send acopy of the proclamation to the secretary of
state who shall within twenty-four hours after receipt of the information notify all
election officias having any duty to perform in connection with the special election
tofill such vacancy, including the parish boards of el ection supervisorsfor theparish
or parishes in which the vacancy occurred. The governor may appoint a person to
fill avacancy and issue a proclamation ordering a special e ection when helearns of
a vacancy, whether or not he has received notice thereof from a state board or
commission member. Whenever a special election is required, the governor's

appointee shall serve only until the successor is elected and takes office.

* * *
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8602. Vacanciesin certain local and municipal offices,; exceptions

A. When avacancy occursin the office of amember of aparish or municipal
governing authority or a combination thereof, a mayor, or any other local or
municipal office, except an office covered by Subsections B and C hereef of this
Section and except the office of judge, state legislator, or marshal of a city or
municipal court, and the officeisfilled by election wholly within the boundaries of
alocal governmental subdivision, the governing authority of thelocal governmental
subdivision wherethe vacancy occurs shall; within tea twenty days; appoint aperson
to fill the vacancy who meets the qualifications of the office. However, if the
deadline for making the appointment falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal
holiday, then the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be
deemed to be the final day for making such appointment. The presiding officer of
the governing authority shall not be required to vote on such an appointment to be
made by the governing authority of alocal governmental subdivision unless atie
vote occurs thereon, in which case he shall voteto break thetie; however, in no case
shall the presiding officer vote more than once on the appointment.

B. When a vacancy occurs in the membership of a city or parish school
board, the remaining members of the board shall; withinten twenty days; declarethat
the vacancy has occurred and proceed to appoint a person who meets the
qualifications of the office to fill the vacancy. However, if the deadline for making
the appointment falls on aSaturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, then the next day
which isnot a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be deemed to be the final day
for making such appointment. For the purposes of this Subsection, in addition to the
definition of "vacancy" provided in R.S. 18:581, a "vacancy" in a city or parish
school board office shall be deemed to have occurred when, in the case of a city
school board, amember'sresidenceno longer lieswithin thejurisdiction of the board
or when, in the case of a parish school board, a member changes his domicile from

thedistrict herepresentsor, if elected after reapportionment, isdomiciled outsidethe
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district he represents at the time he is sworn into office, any declaration of retention
of domicile to the contrary notwithstanding.

C. When avacancy occursin any of the following offices, the duties of the
office shall be assumed by the person hereinafter designated: (1) district attorney, by
thefirst assistant; (2) clerk of adistrict court, by the chief deputy; (3) coroner, by the
chief deputy; (4) sheriff, by the chief criminal deputy, except that in aparish that has
both a civil sheriff and a criminal sheriff, the civil sheriff by the chief civil deputy,
and the criminal sheriff, by the chief criminal deputy, respectively; and (5) tax
assessor, by the chief deputy assessor. If thereisno such person to assumetheduties
when the vacancy occurs, the governing authority or authorities of the parish or
parishes affected shall; within ten twenty days; appoint a person having the
gualifications of the office to assume the duties of the office. However, if the
deadline for making the appointment falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal
holiday, then the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be
deemed to be the final day for making such appointment.

D. If avacancy is not filled within the time specified in Subsections A, B,
or C heretn of this Section, the governor shall fill the vacancy.

E.(1)(a) If the unexpired term of an office covered by Subsection A, B, or
C above of this Section is one year or less, the person appointed to fill the vacancy
or designated to assume the duties of the office shall serve for the remainder of the

unexpired term.

(2)(a) If the unexpired term exceeds one year, the governing authority of the
local governmental subdivision in which the vacancy occurs, or the school board
when the vacancy occursin its membership, or the governor when avacancy occurs
in the office of district attorney or in an office for which there is not a single
governing authority or as provided in Subsection F of this Section, within tea twenty
days after the vacancy occurs, shall issue a proclamation ordering a special election

to fill the vacancy and shall specify in the proclamation, in accordance with R.S.
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18:402, the dates on which the primary and general elections shall be held and, in
accordance with R.S. 18:467, 467.1, and 468, the dates of the qualifying period for
candidates in the special election. However, if the deadline for issuing the
proclamation falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, then the next day
which isnot a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be deemed to be the final day
for issuing such proclamation. In selecting the dates for such special elections, the
governing authority or school board as the case may be, may choose a gubernatorial
or congressional election date, if such date is available within a year of the
occurrence of the vacancy or may select an election date in accordance with R.S.
18:402. In the cases in which the governor has the authority to select the date for
such special elections, the governor shall first choose a gubernatorial or
congressional election date. If no such date is available within a year of the
occurrence of the vacancy, the governor shall then select an election date in
accordance with R.S. 18:402. If the governing authority or school board fails to
issue the proclamation within ten twenty days after the vacancy occurs, the governor

shall issue the proclamation.

(4) If the unexpired term of a parish or municipa office covered by
Subsection A of this Section is one year or more, but the vacancy occurs within one

year of the regutarmunietpat reqularly scheduled primary election for that office, no

special election will be called, and the appointee shall servefor the remainder of the
term of office.

F. Whenever multiple vacanciesin alocal or municipal governing authority
or in a school board covered by Subsection A or B of this Section reduce the
membership of such governing authority or board below the number of total
membersrequired to constitute aquorum to conduct official business, theremaining
members shall immediately inform the governor of the existence of the vacancies.
Within ten twenty days after he receives this notice, the governor shall make

appointments to fill al the vacancies and shall issue a proclamation calling special
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electionsto fill such vacanciesif specia electionsare required under the provisions
of this Section. However, if the deadline for making the appointment or issuing the
proclamation, if applicable, falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, then
the next day whichis not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be deemed to be
the final day for making such appointment or issuing such proclamation.

* * *

8604. Marshal of city or municipal court; temporary absence; vacancy

B.(1) When avacancy occursin the office of constable or marshal of acity
or municipal court and the unexpired term of the officeis one year or less, the chief
deputy shall assume such duties and position and shall servefor the remainder of the
expired term. However, in those cases where there is no such person to assume the
dutieswhen the vacancy occurs, the appropriate governing authority shall withinten
twenty days appoint a person having the qualifications of the office to assume the
duties of the office for the remainder of the unexpired term. However, if the
deadline for making the appointment falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal
holiday, then the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be
deemed to bethefinal day for making such appointment. The appointment shall be
made by the governing authority of the parish, unless the jurisdiction of the city or
municipal court is wholly within the municipa city limits, in which case, such
appointment shall be made within ten twenty days by the municipal governing
authority. However, if the deadline for making the appointment falls on a Saturday,
Sunday, or other legal holiday, then the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday,
or legal holiday shall be deemed to be the final day for making such appointment.
If the appropriate governing authority failsto fill the vacancy within ten twenty days,
the governor shall fill the vacancy. The judge of the city or municipal court which
he serves shall fix the amount of the bond.

(2)(d When the unexpired term exceeds one year, the chief deputy shall

assume such duties and position and shall serve until the successor is elected and
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takes office. If there is no such person to assume the duties when the vacancy
occurs, the appropriate governing authority shall within ten twenty days appoint a
person having the qualifications of the office to assume the duties of the office until
the successor is elected and takes office. However, if the deadline for making the
appointment falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, then the next day
which isnot a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be deemed to be the final day
for making such appointment. If the appropriate governing authority failsto fill the
vacancy within ten twenty days, the governor shall fill the vacancy. The appropriate
governing authority shall, within ten twenty days after the vacancy occurs, issue a
proclamation ordering a special election to fill the vacancy and shall specify in the
proclamation, in accordance with R.S. 18:402, the dates on which the primary and
genera elections shall be held and, in accordancewith R.S. 18:467, 467.1, and 468,
the dates of the qualifying period for candidates in the special election. However,
if the deadline for issuing the proclamation falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other
legal holiday, then the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday
shall be deemed to be thefinal day for issuing such proclamation. If the appropriate
governing authority fails to issue the proclamation within ten twenty days after the
vacancy occurs, the governor shall issue the proclamation.
81272. United States senators; representatives in congress, time of electing

A. All general elections for representatives in congress shall be held on the
ftrst second Saturday in December, in even-numbered years. The primary election
shall be held on thefirst Tuesday after the first Monday in November of an election

year.

§1300.13. Declaration of vacancy

When the majority isin favor of the recall, the public officer is, ipso facto,

recalled and removed from office, and the office shall be vacated upon recerptby-the
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supervisorswithtfrthetdrisdietion; expiration of the time period for contesting the

recall election set forthin R.S. 18:1405(H) if an action contesting the recall election

is not commenced timely or when thefinal judgment becomes definitiveif an action

contesting the recall election is commenced timely, and the office shall befilled as

in the case of ordinary vacancies and according to the constitution and laws of the
state. A public officer who has been recalled and removed from office shall not be
appointed to succeed himself in the office from which he was recalled and removed.
81302. Definitions

As used in this Chapter, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the
following terms shall have the meanings hereafter ascribed to each:

(2) "Board" means the parish board of election supervisors of each parish.
If absentee by mail and early voting commissioners are utilized by the parish board
of election supervisorsto count and tabul ate absentee votes, theterm "board” for the
purposes of R.S. 18:1306, 1311, 1312, 1313, 1315, and 1316;are-131# may also

mean absentee by mail and early voting commissioners.

§1307. Application by mail
B.(2)

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph,

with respect to applicants who have avalid Louisianadriver's license or Louisiana

special identification card issued pursuant to R.S. 40:1321 who areregistered to vote,

an_application to vote by maill may be made by completing and submitting an

electronic application to vote by mail on the secretary of state's website.

(2) Except as provided in Subsections C and D of this Section and R.S.

18:1333(B)(2); 18:1333(D)(1), an application must be received by the registrar not
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eartterthan-soxty-daysor later than 4:30 p.m. on the fourth day prior to the election

for which it isrequested, and the date received shall be noted thereon. However, if
the deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, then the next day
which isnot a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be deemed to be the final day

of the deadline.

H. If the applicant is eligible to vote absentee by mail pursuant to R.S.

18:1303(H). his application, if such application meets the requirements of this

Section, shall remain valid as long as the applicant is a program participant in the

Department of State Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to Part |11 of Chapter

1 of Title 44 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. When the applicant ceases

participation in the program, the Department of State shall notify theregistrar of the

parish where the applicant is registered to vote that the applicant is no longer a

participant in the program. Upon receipt of the notification from the Department of

State, the registrar shall send notice by forwardable mail to the applicant that his

application will no longer be valid, and the applicant shall be required to submit a

new application to the registrar that meets the reguirements of this Section and

provide a current address before the applicant will be eligible to vote absentee by

mail again pursuant to this Section.

H: . If the registrar of voters has reason to believe that the eligibility of a
voter to vote absentee by mail pursuant to R.S. 18:1303(1) is based upon false or
fraudulent information, he shall immediately notify the parish board of election
supervisors. If, after appropriate hearing and opportunity for the voter to be heard,
the parish board of election supervisors finds that the voter's eligibility to vote
absentee by mail was based upon false or fraudulent information, the board shall
inform the appropriate district attorney and theregistrar of voterswho shall not allow

the voter to vote absentee by mail pursuant to R.S. 18:1303(1).

* * *
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§1308. Absentee voting by mail
A.(1)(a) Beginningw